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This story happened a long time ago in a land . Once there was a
young girl named Ella. It was a , but she was a special girl.

She was very pretty. Whenever she went out, people stopped to look at her as she
passed . And her character was as sweet as her looks. Her kind
made her face look all the more beautiful.

Ella lived with her mother and father in a large house.

Their house was not far from the castle of their country’s king. The girl loved all kinds of
animals. She had many . She had a dog, two cats, three birds and some fish.
Ella took good care of her pets. But she was an only child. Sometimes she felt lonely.
She often wished for a baby sister to play with. When Ella was :

her dear mother died. After that, the girl quiet and sad.

Ella’s father wanted his to be happy again. He knew that she
wanted a sister. He thought that she would if he remarried. So he
married a society lady with two daughters. The girls were close to Ella.
Then the father set off on a long business trip. He make money for his
new family.

Soon Ella discovered that her and two stepsisters were not
very nice people. The mother was interested in money. She liked to

fancy clothes. She wanted to buy many expensive things. She expected her
daughters to marry into rich families. But the sisters were pretty

friendly enough to have suitors. They were always fighting with each other.

They never spoke a kind word to anyone. And they had mean looks
on their faces.
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After the moved into Ella’s house, they to

treat Ella badly. They were jealous of Ella because she was pretty and

So they made her be their house servant. They her wear

nice clothes. They took away Ella’s bedroom and pretty things. They gave her pets
away. They made Ella all the work. Ella had to wash the dishes

and clean the floors. She cleaned the house from to bottom and made the
beds, too.

But Ella had even a bed of her own to sleep in. Her mean
stepmother made her stay in a of the dark kitchen. The kitchen was on

the floor of the house. Ella had to sleep there to the fire. She
had to make sure the cinders still had a spark of flame in the morning. Each night she
slept in the same clothes that she had worked in during . She lay

herself down on a of old rags in front of the fire. It was difficult to keep warm
on the cold stone floor.

From morning to night Ella worked hard. But she finished one job,
her sisters found another job for her to do. Instead of her by her real

name, her new family called her “Cinderella” because cinders from the fire

her face and clothes.

they ordered her up and down the stairs.

“Cinderella, the windows.”

”»

“Cinderella, make

They never her rest.

Each day Cinderella had to get up early in the morning . She made

breakfast, lunch and dinner. Cinderella also had to do the laundry for the
family. She carried from the well. She heated the water on the kitchen fire.
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She boiled the clothes in a big . She scrubbed the clothes on a
board, and hung them out to in the . Cinderella worked like a
common washerwoman. In winter hurt her fingers. Yet she did the

work and she tried to be cheerful.

At the same time, the women enjoyed a life of luxury. They

stayed in the fine rooms. They had soft beds with warm

comforters. They had beautiful clothes to wear. They had large dressers with big
mirrors they could see themselves from head to . Cinderella did
her best to please her stepfamily while her father was away. But they only seemed to
hate her

This is because she was always dirty and tired, dressed in

rags with no shoes, Cinderella looked much prettier than the other two
girls. When young men came to the house, they were interested in

Cinderella.

The men looked at the stepsisters in their fine dresses and expensive

shoes. Their mother began to that her daughters would never find
husbands. She stopped Cinderella go out of the house, and

her in the kitchen when people came to visit.

In this , Cinderella became a prisoner in her own house. Still, she tried very
hard to be patient and helpful. Now the only friends Cinderella had were the
mice and the lizards in the garden. So she to all the little animals. They

made her smile and laugh. Her beautiful voice could often be heard
coming from the kitchen. | n spite of her many , Cinderella grew

more beautiful with each passing day.

One day an important came to the house. It was from the king and queen.
There would be a at the castle.
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All the ladies of the land . It was a birthday party for the

prince. He was turning twenty-one years old. His parents wanted him to
. The problem was that the prince did not have a girlfriend. The king

and queen wanted every single lady in the kingdom to come to the ball. Then
the prince would fall in love with one of them. The young lady who

became his wife a princess. Someday she would be the queen.
Everyone who the lucky girl would be.
When they the letter, Cinderella’s stepmother and stepsisters

with joy. Their mother wanted them to get married soon. She

that this was their best chance. Her two daughters did not know how

to and . Nor did they have enough money to pay other people to

do the work for them. So marrying a prince was the perfect answer to their problems.
They started to get ready for the ball, even though it was many days

Cinderella about the party from her sisters. But she had no time to do
anything except . She didn’t think she would

go. Also, she had no nice clothes to wear. everyone would be dressed

up in their finest clothes. That was her stepsisters could think about: what they
were going to wear to the party.

Day after day the sisters went through their clothes. They one thing

and then another. They cloth and ribbons. Cinderella had to

whole new dresses for them. They changed their hair styles again and again. They

looked at themselves in the mirror . They practiced different

dances. They dreamed of dancing with the prince, getting married and
queens someday. But no how they dressed or

fixed their hair, they still didn’t look pretty. No beautiful clothes or hair styles could hide

their mean
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Finally they what to wear, and told Cinderella to give all their

clothes a final wash and before the party. Cinderella worked

to help her stepsisters prepare, carrying and heating buckets of

water and washing and ironing everything they told her to. So she was

kept busy helping her stepmother and stepsisters the moment they left for
the prince’s birthday party. She wished them a safe journey and waved goodbye until
they were out of . Then Cinderella noticed she couldn’t see right. Her eyes
were filled with tears. The strength left her body. At last she the

kitchen step and cried from her long unhappiness.

Cinderella missed her . She had tried her best to help her new family

while he was . But in return she did not get even a word of

The tears kept coming as Cinderella wondered about her father.

? Would he ever come back? She only wanted to go to the party because all
the young women in the kingdom were invited! This was the final

that made her cry.

“I'wish | go to the party, too!” she said to herself. “I will work even harder
and never cry again!” She would just , if only she could go! She thought

she could stay in the the room. Then no one would notice her

clothes. Even to look through a window would be enough to make her happy.

Just then Cinderella saw a strange coming toward her. She

_____and dried her eyes. Suddenly a strange was standing in
front of her. The old woman smiled kindly . “Ella, you will go to
the party,” she said in a gentle voice. “ you will dance with the prince.”

“But ___ can |l do that?” asked Cinderella. “My sisters said

would laugh at my old rags. The whole kingdom is wearing nothing their best
clothes.”
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“l am your fairy godmother,” the old woman. “l have been watching

over you during all your troubles. You have to me that you are a

. You will go to the party you wish. Now it is time to get ready. First,

bring me a pumpkin from the garden.”

Cinderella wondered why this strange woman a pumpkin. But she was

a good girl so she did not ask . The fairy godmother also told her to bring the
pumpkin vine with its pretty flowers. Cinderella went out to the

garden. She found a big, pumpkin. Soon she came

back with the pumpkin and its vines.

Next, Cinderella’s fairy godmother pointed to that were running

around in the grass. “Now | need mice,” she said. Cinderella

a piece of cheese from the kitchen. She put the cheese down on the

. Six mice came running up to eat it. Three of the mice were white and
of them were black. The mice began to the cheese. Then
Cinderella’s fairy godmother gently touched each mouse with her magic wand.
, the mice vanished. When she touched the pumpkin and its vines and

flowers, these disappeared.

Cinderella asked, “Where they go?”

“Not , my dear, not far. They are outside on the . They are

waiting for you,” answered her fairy godmother.

When Cinderella to the street, she saw neither the pumpkin nor

the mice. Instead there was a beautiful orange carriage with six horses—
three black and three white. Each horse had a green leather harness

with a lovely orange headpiece.
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Next, Cinderella’s fairy godmother went to the window. A small lizard was

on the glass. When the old woman it with her
wand, the lizard disappeared. At the same time, a coachman

appeared outside. He wore a green satin uniform. The coachman quickly

onto the carriage. He cracked his new whip to try it

“‘My I” said Cinderella. “Your is truly wonderful. Thank
you for your visit. But | am | still can not go to the ball. Look at my old
dress. Plus, | don’t have any to wear.” She looked down at her torn,

dress. Her feet were dirty, too.

“Don’t worry,” said the fairy godmother. “I am not finished with you

With , Cinderella’s fairy godmother pointed her wand at the

girl’s old dress. It changed into a beautiful gown. The new dress was a
that no one had ever seen . It was like the color of shiny blue insect

wings. On Cinderella’s feet there was a new shoes. They were made of

glass, so Cinderella looked like she was floating above the in her

butterfly dress. On her head there was a diamond . It was just like a crown
for a princess! She looked perfect!

“ , NOW you must and have a good time!” said
Cinderella’s fairy godmother. “Just remember, the magic will only until twelve
midnight. After that your dress will change like it was before. The

carriage will be a pumpkin again. The coachman and horses will

into a lizard and mice. If you are late you will have to walk home. However, the

are my gift to you. You may keep them. Promise me that you

will come back home the clock strikes twelve.”
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Cinderella was so that it was hard for her to speak. But she promised
to come home . Then she thanked her fairy godmother again, and ran out
to the carriage. It was as beautiful as it was outside. The coachman
bowed to Cinderella. Then he the door and they

Cinderella was finally going to the prince’s party!

At the castle, all the were already there. Everyone was eating and

drinking and having a . Everyone except the young prince. He was

bored. All the girls waved and called out to him. He was not interested

in of them, however. He walked around and looked at the . But he

did not see anyone new.

The king and queen sadly watched their handsome . “l am afraid the party is a
failure,” said the queen. “It does not look like will fall in love tonight,”
said the king.

It was time for the to begin. The prince danced with the young
women one by one. But he did not talk to them or even . When each dance
was over he just bowed and . He did not ask their names.
When Cinderella’s carriage finally front of the castle, the music
in the dance hall suddenly stopped. The of horns announced the new

guest. Everyone turned to look. The doors opened. Cinderella came in. She looked so
beautiful that everyone began to . She floated as she walked. Her blue dress
shimmered. Her hair like gold. The diamonds in her tiara sent little lights

around the room. But her smile was the of all. Cinderella felt

happier than . She was freed from her slavery at home and

was out in the at last.
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At that the prince fell in love. “Who is this princess?”
he thought to himself. He hurried to the new girl. He wanted to ask her
name, but he was too to speak. So he took her arm, and walked with her to the

of the room. The orchestra played a slow song.

Cinderella and the prince to dance. Everyone the
dance floor so the two could dance alone. They looked together.
They circled around and around the of the great hall. Cinderella

she was dreaming. She was afraid she would wake up at home again in the
dark kitchen.

The other guests were curious about the , too. Even her own

stepmother and stepsisters did not her. They wondered who she

was. They wanted to know how they could get a dress like

The evening . The prince never left Cinderella’s . They

danced to every song. Everyone talked about the happy . Everyone had

to say, except the prince and Cinderella. They just smiled and looked into
each other’s . Late in the evening, when the dancing was over, the young

finally went before the group.

He raised his and prepared to speak. He wanted to make a
He was going to ask Cinderella to be his bride.

The prince looked over at his . The king and queen were smiling.
They looked very happy. They nodded their heads, to say “Yes!”

the clock began to . It was twelve o’clock.
Cinderella suddenly remembered her . She was enjoying herself so

much that she completely forgot about the time. Now she quickly pushed her
back from the royal table. She stood up, and ran the door

as fast as she could go. The clock struck again and again.
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Cinderella kicked off her glass shoes so that she could run faster. She knew that in a

few her beautiful gown would be rags again.
So although she to pick up both shoes she could not stop when
she dropped them. She flew out of the great hall in her bare feet. She hid

herself behind the door

Her old clothes were back. She looked for her carriage, but it was no longer there.

Cinderella felt very sad. She looked at the that she still
held in her hand. Then she ran away into the before anyone could see
her.

Everyone was surprised when Cinderella so quickly. The prince soon found
the glass shoe that she left behind. He and held it close to

his heart. “The girl who can this shoe is the one | will marry,” he announced to

everyone. “I must find her.”

, Cinderella’s stepmother and stepsisters

home from the prince’s party. They talked about the prince and his strange princess.
Why she left so quickly? The prince was in love . He wanted

to marry her. The king and queen liked her, too. “What a girl!” said

Cinderella’s stepmother. “I would never run away from a prince!” said one sister. |

would still dancing with him,” said the other.

Cinderella listened to her family’s . She smiled to herself. They could not
guess her secret. But she was . She not only danced a lot, but then she

home with no shoes. , her head and her feet were aching.
She her family home with a warm meal, and then curled up

the fire to sleep. She dreamed of the prince. He was looking for her.

But he know her name. How would he find her?
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From the , the prince searched for Cinderella. The glass shoe

was the only clue . He went from village to town to with the
shoe. He wanted to find the girl who it belonged to. Each lady he met was
to try it on. Though many ladies, young and old, tried on the glass

shoe, no woman could fit her into it. The prince finally came to Cinderella’s
house. Her two sisters around him. Each of them wanted to be the

to try on the shoe. This was their last chance to marry the prince.

But the glass shoe was too small. One of the sisters thought to her big

toe so that the shoe fit. The other planned to cut off a piece of her heel to
make her foot smaller. The prince wanted to from this horrible family

as quickly as possible. But mother said, “ , you must let them
try!” So the prince waited while the two sisters went to the kitchen to get a carving knife.

When they opened the kitchen door, Cinderella . Her heart jumped
when she saw the . “Cinderella!” shouted her stepmother. “Get back in
the kitchen!” But this time Cinderella did not do what she was . She went to
the prince. “ | try on the shoe?” she asked him. “ " he

answered, though he did not recognize her. He saw only a pretty servant girl.

Cinderella’s stepmother could stop her, Cinderella quickly slipped her

foot into the glass shoe. Then she the other one from her apron pocket. “I
have the other one to ,” she said. And she put that one on too.

The prince was . He could not understand how his beautiful princess
had been kept as a servant. But he did not . He got down on one knee.
“Cinderella, they call you?” he asked. “Will you ?” “Yes,” answered
the . “And please call me ‘Ella.’”

Cinderella’s stepmother fainted. Her stepsisters turned red . But
the prince just took Cinderella . “Come with me, Ella,” he said.
And he took her away to the castle to his parents.
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C 063 Cinderella hoped that her father would return from his in time for the

royal wedding. He , and they all lived happily ever after.

C 064

TRETHELOTYYERX - A=Y —; IBC/K{TUy ¥ (www.ibcpub.co.jp)



