KACHI KACHI MOUNTAIN
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Long, long ago, an old farmer and his wife lived in a place. Each
day the farmer worked hard in his field. And each day a tanuki from the
Mountain in Back made his work even

A tanuki looks like a cross between a raccoon and a dog. This animal is
famous in Japan for playing on people. And the tanuki from the
Mountain in Back was always causing trouble for the old farmer.

K03

Today the farmer was

K04

"One little , a hundred meals!" he sang as he pushed each seed
into the ground.

K05

At noon he went inside the house for lunch. And while he was gone, the
tanuki ran through the field, up all the seeds, and them.
When the farmer came back outside, he saw the tanuki and shouted:

K06

"You little I Get out of my field!"

KO7

"A hundred seeds, one little I" the tanuki laughed and ran off into
the brush.

K08

The farmer was very angry. He loved animals, but enough was enough. He
spent the of the afternoon making a trap.

K09

The tanuki was good at causing trouble, but he was not very . The
next morning, the farmer went to check his trap. And, sure enough, there was
the tanuki. He was hanging by all four feet at the end of a . The
farmer carried him into the house and tied the other end of the rope to the
kitchen rafters.

K10

"l finally caught this bad tanuki," he told his wife. "Keep an eye on him, and
don't for any of his tricks. | want tanuki soup for dinner!"

K11

"Very well, dear," she said.

K12

When the farmer went back out to his field, the old woman began working
around the house. The tanuki didn't say a word. But his eyes followed her
every
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K13 |After a while, the old woman went into the kitchen and put some millet in the
mortar. She wanted to make millet to go with the tanuki soup.
When she picked up the heavy mallet, to pound the millet, the
tanuki finally spoke.

K14 "Grandmother," he said in a sad voice. "I'm sorry I've been such a bad tanuki.
| want to do just one good thing before | . Please let me help you.
That mallet is much too heavy for an old woman like you!"

K15 "You can't me," the old woman said.

K16 "I'm not trying to fool you, Grandmother," the tanuki said. "I'm happy to be

for you and the good farmer. But just once, before | leave this life,
| want to do the right thing!"

K17 The old woman had a soft heart, and in the end she believed the tanuki. She

him and handed him the heavy wooden mallet. But he didn't use
the mallet to help the old woman. He lifted it high in the air and it
right down on her head!

K18 |Late that afternoon, the farmer came back home. He was hungry and looking

to his tanuki soup. But what did he find? His dear wife was dead
on the floor, and the tanuki was gone.

K19 |The old farmer sat down on the front step. His heart was , and he
didn't know what to do. He was still sitting there, when the little
rabbit from the Mountain in Front came along. This rabbit was a close friend.

K20 "What's , Grandfather?" she said.

K21 |The farmer told her the whole story. Tears were down his face.
The rabbit cried too.

K22 "That terrible tanuki!" she said. "Don't worry, Grandfather. He get
away with this!"

K23 The next day, the rabbit walked up the Mountain in Back. As she walked, she
filled her basket with of wood. She sat down to rest near the
tanuki's and began eating chestnuts.

K24 The tanuki the chestnuts and came outside.

K25 "Whatareyou_ | Rabbit?" he said.

K26 "Chestnuts."

K27 "Can | have some?"

K28 "Yes," said the rabbit. "But please help me first. Can you this

wood? It's so heavy forme ... "
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K29 |" I" said the tanuki.

K30 He tied the basket of wood to his back and started down the mountain. The
rabbit followed behind him. Soon she began two rocks together:
Kachi! Kachi! She was trying to the basket of wood on fire.

K31 ["Say, Rabbit," said the tanuki. "What's that 'kachi, kachi' a

K32 "Oh, that's ," said the rabbit. "It's just the Kachi Kachi Bird from
Kachi Kachi Mountain."

K33 "Oh, right," said the tanuki. "l already that."

K34 |Soon a spark from the rocks on the wood, and the wood started
burning. It crackled as it burned.

K35 ["Say, Rabbit, what's that 'crackle, crackle' sound?"

K36 "Oh, that's nothing. It's just the Crackle Crackle Bird from Crackle Crackle
Mountain."

K37 "Oh, right," said the tanuki. "l already knew that."

K38 After a while, he began to feel the of the fire on his back.

K39 "Say, Rabbit, it's hot today, it?"

K40 'There was no answer.

K41 |"Rabbit?"

K42 The tanuki to look back. He didn't see the rabbit, but he saw the
fire.

K43 "Help!" he shouted. "I'm 1"

K44 |And he ran toward the as fast as he could go.

K45 The next day, the rabbit returned to the Mountain in Back. She was carrying
a bag full of red hot pepper . The tanuki came out of his hole and
stopped her.

K46 "Where did you go yesterday, Rabbit?" he said. "The wood fire! It
burned all the hair off my back! It "

K47 "l went to get this ," said the rabbit. "It's the best thing for burns."

K48 "Oh, please put it on my back!" said the tanuki.

K49 ["Turn around," the rabbit said. She painted a coat of pepper paste

on the tanuki's burns.
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K50

"OH!" shouted the tanuki. "OH! THAT'S HOT!"

K51

K52

"Be strong," the rabbit said and smiled. "I'm you'll feel better
tomorrow."

And she back down the mountain.

K53

The next morning, the tanuki found the rabbit down by the river. She was
building a out of wood.

K54

"Hello, Tanuki!" she said. "Do you feel today?"

K55

"| s0," said the tanuki. "But last night | was in such pain!"

K56

"That's good," said the rabbit.

K57

"What are you ?" the tanuki asked her.

K58

"I'm building a boat."

K59

K60

K61

"How "
"Well, | want to catch the big fish in the of the river."

"Oh! | want big fish too! Can | build a boat?"

K62

"Sure," said the rabbit. "But you're much heavier than | am. You
make your boat out of "

K63

"Oh, right," said the tanuki. "l already knew that."

K64

So the tanuki took mud from the of the river and made a boat. It
was shaped like a big bowl. When both boats were finished, the rabbit and
the tanuki them out to the middle of the river. The water was cold
and deep there, and the tanuki's boat of mud began to fall to pieces.

K65

"Help!" he shouted. "Rabbit, me! | can't swim!"

K66

But the rabbit just turned her wood boat around and for land.

K67

The sun was in the sky when she got back to the old farmer's
house. The farmer was sitting on the front step.

K68

"That tanuki will never anyone again," she told him.

K69

The old man said nothing, but put his hand on the rabbit's head. And
together they the sun go down.
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