HANSEL AND GRETEL
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HANSEL AND GRETEL

G001

Once a time, a poor woodcutter lived near a big with
his wife and two children, a boy and a girl. The boy was called Hansel, and
the girl, Gretel.

G002

They never had nice things to eat. Sometimes, when there was a food
in the land, they could not even get bread. One night, as the
father lay in bed, he was very

G003

“What will happen to us? How can we our little ones when we
have nothing to eat ourselves?” he asked his wife.

G004

“Listen,” answered his wife, “early tomorrow morning we will take the
children into the woods, light them a fire, give each of them a
piece of bread, then leave them alone. They will never find their way home
and we will not have to feed them any more.”

G005

“No, wife,” said the man, “I cannot do that. | cannot leave my two little
children alone in the woods. They will be by wild
animals.”

G006

“Oh!” said she, “then all four of us will die of . Finally, the poor
woodcutter agreed to her plan.

G007

The two children, , were so hungry that they couldn’t sleep. They
had heard their stepmother’s plan. Gretel said to Hansel, “We will die,
brother.”

G008

“Don’t cry Gretel,” said Hansel, “I will make we don'’t die.”

G009

When the old went to sleep, Hansel put on his coat and quietly
went out the back door. The moon was shining brightly and the white stones
on the in front of the house like silver coins. Hansel
filled his pockets full of stones and returned to his room.

G010

“Don’t be afraid, little sister,” he said to Gretel, “God will not us.
Now try to get some sleep.”

GO11

the next day the woman called the two children.

G012

“Get up, of you,” she said, “and come with us into the woods to

sticks.” She gave each of them a piece of bread and told them it
was for dinner. She told them not to eat it because they would get nothing
else.
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G013

Soon, they left for the woods. They had not gone far when Hansel
stopped. He looked at the house. He did this again and again. His
father said, “Hansel, what are you looking at?”

G014

“Oh, father,” said Hansel, “I am looking at my white dog sitting on the
waving good-bye to me.”

G015

“That isn’t your dog, you fool!” said his , “it's the morning sunlight
shining on a stone.” But Hansel had not really been looking at the dog; he
was the stones out of his pocket.

G016

When they came to the of the woods the father said, “Now,
children, sticks and we will make a fire.”

G017

Hansel and Gretel gathered up many sticks, and when the fire was
strongly, the woman said, “You can lie down by the fire and
yourselves while we go to cut wood. When we have

finished we will come and get you.”

G018

Hansel and Gretel sat by the fire. When dinnertime came, they
their bread. They could still the sound of wood being cut. They
thought that their father was close by.

G019

However, their father had tied a branch to a tree. Every time the wind
, the branch hit the tree. This was the noise the children heard.
They were very and soon they fell asleep in front of the fire.

G020

They did not up until it was night and very dark. Gretel began to
cry, and said, “We never find our way out of the woods.”

G021

“Wait,” said Hansel, “the moon will be up in a . Then we’ll find our
way out quickly.”

G022

Soon the great full moon in the sky, and Hansel took his little
sister’s hand and the stones. The stones shone brightly and
showed them the way home.

G023

The children walked all night, and at they reached their father's
house. They knocked at the door and when the woman opened it and
Hansel and Gretel she looked surprised.

Then she quickly said, “Why did you so long in the woods? We

G024
began to think you were not coming back at all.”

G025 |The father was to see the children. He felt that it was wrong to
leave them alone and helpless.

G026 A short time later, there was another food

G027

The children heard their stepmother saying to their father, “There is

anything left to eat, only a little bread. What will we do when that
is gone? We must leave the children in the forest. This time we will take
them into the woods, so that they will not be able to find their way
out. It’s the only thing we can do to us.”
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G028

The man’s heart was , and he thought, “| would rather share our
last bread with the children.” But the woman had made up her mind, and she
would not listen to the man.

G029

He in the first time and he gave in the second time too.

G030

The children, however, had heard everything. When his parents went to
sleep, Hansel up again to go out and pick up some stones. But,
he couldn’t go outside because the woman had closed the door. He said to
his little sister, “Don’t , Gretel, don't cry, go to sleep. God will take
care of us.”

G031

The next morning the woman the children. She gave them
a piece of bread. It was a smaller piece of bread than last time.

G032

As they to the woods Hansel broke the bread in his pocket and
little pieces on the ground.

G033

The woman the children deeper and deeper into the forest. She
led them to a part they had never before.

G034

Again, a large fire was made and their stepmother said, “Stay :
children, and when you are tired have a sleep. We are going to
cut wood. When we have finished we will come for you.”

G035 When dinner-time came Gretel her bread with Hansel, because
he had dropped his as they walked . Then they fell asleep.
G036 The evening by and no one came to get them. When they

it was dark. Hansel said to his sister, “Wait till the moon is up,
then we shall see the bread | dropped on the ground. The bread will show us
the way home.”

G037 |The moon , but they could see no bread. The in the
woods had eaten every piece. The children still tried to find the way home.

G038 They walked the night and all the next day, but they were still in
the woods. They were tired and hungry, and they down under a
tree and fell asleep.

G039 |The next day they walked more. They knew that they were deep
in the woods. If help did not come soon they die.

G040 |Then they saw a beautiful snow-white bird sitting on a . It was
singing so beautifully that they stopped to listen. When it finished its song,
the bird flew in front of them. They followed it until it on the roof of
a little house.

G041 |It was a strange-looking house. When the children got they were

happy to see that the house was built of bread. Its roof was made of cake
and its windows were made of

G042

“Okay,” Hansel said, “let’s have a good fora . I will have
a piece of the roof, and you have a nice, sweet window.”

G043

Hansel off a piece of the roof and began eating. Gretel
by a window and ate some of it. Then a voice called from inside:
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G044 “Who's eating my house?”

G045 |The children answered:

G046 |“The wind, the wind, the child of .~ and quietly continued eating.

G047 |Hansel thought the roof very good. He tore off another big piece.
Gretel out the window and sat down to eat it.

G048 |Suddenly the door opened and an old woman came out. Hansel and Gretel

with . They dropped their food.

G049 The old woman said, “Dear children, who you here? Come in and
stay with me. You are with me!”

G050 |She took them by the hand and them into the house. Inside, a

good dinner was ready; milk, cakes, fruit and many other things the children
had never even before.

G051 , two little white beds were . Hansel and Gretel lay down
in them and felt like they were in heaven.

G052 |The old woman, however, was not nice. She was really a . She
caught the children who came to her house. After she caught them, she
killed them. Then she and ate them.

G053 |The witch could not see , but she had a good sense of smell. She
could smell humans from far away. As soon as Hansel and Gretel came near
her house, she had , and said to herself, “I'll have them—they

not escape.”

G054 Early the next morning, before the children were , the witch got up.

When she saw their round, red faces, she thought, “What a dish!”

Then she grabbed Hansel and carried him to a little stable. She put him
inside it and he could not escape.

G055

He shouted as loudly as he could, but it was no . Next, the witch
went to Gretel and cried, “Get up girl, and get some water to cook your
brother something nice; he is outside in the and must be

up. When he is fat enough | shall eat him.”

G056

Gretel began to cry, but she was to do what the old witch told her
to do.

G057

From then on, Hansel was given lots of good food, but Gretel got only
bread. Every morning the old witch went to the stable and said,
“Hansel, put your out so that | can feel how fat you are getting.”

G058

Hansel would put out a instead of a finger. The old woman,
because she could not see well, why Hansel did not grow fat.

G059

After four weeks, Hansel was still . The witch decided she would
wait no longer.

G060

Hansel is fat or thin, | will kill and eat him tomorrow!”
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G061 |The ran down the face of poor little Gretel.

G062 “Dear God, help us!” she . “If the wild animals had eaten us in the
woods we would at have died together.”

G063 |When the witch had , Gretel ran to Hansel and told him what the
witch had said.

G064 |“We must somehow. If we don’t she will kill us ?

G065 |Hansel said, “I know how to get out. | have the window. But first
you must get her magic S0 we can save ourselves if she follows
us. Bring the flute that hangs in her room as well.”

G066 Gretel got both the wand and the , and the children escaped.

G067 |When the old witch came to see her dinner was ready, she saw
they had escaped. She ran angrily to the window. her eyes were

bad, she could see the children running away.

G068

She quickly put on her magic shoes. The shoes could cover several
with each step. She quickly up with the children.

G069

Gretel, , had seen her coming. She used the magic wand and
turned Hansel into a . She turned herself into a swan and stayed in
the middle of the lake.

G070

The witch sat on the and tried to get the swan to come to her by
throwing pieces of bread to it. Gretel did not go near, and at the
witch went home without the children.

G071

Then Gretel used the wand to change herself and Hansel back, and they
on through the night. Gretel then turned herself into a beautiful
in the middle of a hedge, and Hansel sat by the side.

G072

Soon the witch came along. She as if she did not know Hansel.

G073

“Young man,” she said, “ | pick that beautiful rose?”

G074

“Oh yes,” said Hansel.

G075

She went to the in a hurry to gather the flower, knowing that it was
Gretel. Hansel out his flute and began to play.

G076

The flute was a magic flute. heard the flute had to dance whether
he wanted to dance or not. The old witch was forced to dance on and on.

G077

She could not stop to pick the rose. The thorns the clothes from
her body and caught in her . Finally, she could not move.

G078

Then Gretel used the magic wand to herself free again and she
and Hansel set out for home. After traveling a long way, Gretel
tired. Both the children lay down to sleep.

G079

As they slept, the witch, who had escaped from the thorny hedge, came
. Seeing her magic wand, she picked it up and turned poor Hansel
into a .
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G080

She then decided to leave them in the woods to be by wild
animals. It was too much trouble to try and get them to her house again.

G081

When Gretel and found what had happened she cried for poor
Hansel. her, tears rolled from Hansel’s eyes, too.

G082

Gretel said, “ , little deer; | will never leave you.”

G083

She took the poor deer with her as she tried to find her way home. At last
they came to a little house. When Gretel that no one lived there
she decided she and Hansel stay there.

G084

She made a soft bed for the deer. morning she went out and
gathered food for both of them. The deer ate of her hand, and
they played happily together.

G085

In the evening, when Gretel was tired, she her head on the deer
and . If Hansel had had his own body they would have led a very
happy life.

G086

They lived like this for years and Gretel became a young woman. One day
the king came to hunt there. When the deer heard the of the hunt,
the dogs, the horses and the , he wanted to see what was going
on.

G087

“Oh sister,” he said, “ me go into the woods, so | can see what is
happening.”

G088

He asked so that at last Gretel let him go.

G089

“But,” she said, “be sure to come back in the evening. | close the
door to keep out the huntsmen, but if you and say, ‘Sister, let me
in,” | shall know it is you. If you do not speak, | shall keep the door closed.”

G090

Hansel ran away as as he could, jumping high in the air in his

. The king and his huntsmen followed the beautiful animal, but
could not catch him. Each time they thought they had him he would jump
over a hedge and be out of again.

G091

When it was dark Hansel ran home and said, “Sister, let me in!” Gretel
opened the door and he jumped in. He was soon sleeping on his
soft bed.

G092

Next morning the hunt and when he heard the noise, the deer
said, “Sister, open the door. | go.”

G093

Once again the king and huntsmen followed the little deer. The hunt
all day. Near evening one of the hunters the deerin the
foot.

G094

he was , Hansel got home before he was caught. The
hunter followed Hansel and heard the little deer say, “Sister, let me in.”

G095

The man saw the deer go inside the house. The huntsman ran to the king
and told him what he had
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G096

“Tomorrow,” said the king, “we shall have another and this time
we shall catch this deer.”

G097

Gretel was very upset when she saw that Hansel was hurt. She washed the
away and put some magic on his foot. Then they went to sleep.

G098

In the morning there was no anywhere on the deer’s foot. When
Hansel heard the hunt starting again he said, “I| must go Gretel, but | will
care they don’t catch me.”

G099 |But Gretel was still from the night before.
G100 |“l am sure they will you this time: | will not let you go.”
G101 |“I shall .. said Hansel, “if you keep me here.” Gretel was not happy
but she had to let him go, and he quickly off into the woods.
G102 'When the king saw the deer he said to his men, “Follow him all day
until you catch him, but do not hurt him.”
G103 |The deer was too for them, . When evening came, the

king told his men to stop.

G104

“Show me the little house is,” he said to the man who had
followed the deer the day before. When they got to the house the king
on the door and said “Sister, let me in.”

G105

The door opened and the king went in. He saw the most beautiful girl he had
seen.

G106

Gretel was very when she saw that it was not the deer but a king
who had entered her house, but the king kindly. After a while he
took her hand and said, “Will you come to my palace and be my wife?”

G107

“Yes,” replied Gretel, “I will come to your palace but | cannot your
wife, and my deer must go with me for | cannot with him.”

G108

“Well,” said the king, “he shall come and with you all your life. He
will have everything he wants.”

G109

Just the little deer came home. Soon, everyone was ready to
leave. The king Gretel onto his horse and they rode to his palace.

G110

The deer ran happily them. On the way Gretel told the king her
story. He knew the old witch and her bad ways and sent for her the next day.
He her to change the deer back into human form.

G111

When she saw her dear brother again Gretel was very . She
agreed to marry the king. They lived happily for the rest of their
Hansel became the king’s right-hand man.
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